Annex N
Annual performance of selected Pacific Regional programs at the
Country level
Tuvalu Regional Program - 2013
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This Annex outlines the country-level results of selected investments of the Pacific Regional Aid
Program for Tuvalu. All information included in this annex is drawn from internal and external
reporting produced by DFAT and our implementing partners on investments managed by the Pacific
Regional aid program. This information should not be treated as comprehensive.

Contributions to Tuvalu Country Program Outcomes
Outcome 1 – Good governance, economic growth and stability
Examples of contributions to this objective from the DFAT Pacific Regional Program include:
›

The Pacific Financial Technical Assistance Centre (PFTAC) provided support to Tuvalu in
developing a Public Financial Management (PFM) Roadmap, which lays out the Government of
Tuvalu’s plan for improving public financial management, including the resourcing required to
achieve its PFM targets. PFTAC has also supported an in-country advisor to support day-to-day
revenue administration in Tuvalu.

›

The government of Tuvalu has received advisory services from the Pacific Islands Centre for
Public Administration (PICPA) on key issues relating to administrative governance.

›

Through its Sub-Regional Audit Support Program, the Pacific Association of Supreme Audit
Institutions (PASAI) is building the skills of officers in the audit office through cooperative financial
audits and in-country visits to enable high-quality, timely auditing of Tuvalu’s national accounts.

Outcome 2 – Education and human resources
Examples of contributions to this objective from the DFAT Pacific Regional Program include:
›

Pacific Regional core funding to the Australia Pacific Technical College (APTC) in 2013 supported
28 enrolments (39 per cent women), and 6 graduates (83 per cent women), from Tuvalu.

›

Pacific Regional core funding to University of the South Pacific (USP) supported 225.0 equivalent
full-time students (EFTS) from Tuvalu in 2013.

Outcome 3 – Environment and climate change
Examples of contributions to this objective from the DFAT Pacific Regional Program include:
›

The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) has supported the
Tuvalu government in developing Tuvalu’s Climate Change Policy and National Strategic Action
Plan for Climate Change and Disaster Risk Management. SPREP is also assisting Tuvalu in
implementing the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) Island Biodiversity Programme of
Work, which focuses on threatened species and ecosystems, sustainable use of natural resources
and capacity building.

›

The Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) is assisting Tuvalu to monitor its coastal fisheries,
which are projected to be adversely affected by climate change over the coming decades. This
support is helping Tuvalu Fisheries build up a long-term series of data to be able to monitor
changes to productivity over time.

Regional Services that complement the Tuvalu Bilateral Program
Examples of contributions to the Tuvalu Bilateral Program from Regional Institutions and Regional
Services supported by the DFAT Pacific Regional Program include:
›

The Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS) and the Pacific Disability Forum (PDF) undertook a
joint mission to Tuvalu in May 2014 to provide technical advice for the development of Tuvalu’s
national disability policy.

›

The Pacific Horticultural and Agricultural Market Access Program (PHAMA) supported the
completion of a General Plant Health Survey for Tuvalu, and provided training to participants on
market access and trade facilitation issues. It also provided Pest List Database support to assist
Tuvalu in generating new lists of pests.

›

Pacific Women Shaping Pacific Development is providing support to the government of Tuvalu to
undertake a stocktake of government capacity to mainstream gender equality and women’s
empowerment issues and to develop gender policies and implementation plans.

›

The Royal Australian College of Surgeons’ Pacific Islands Program (PIP) supported 4 teams of
surgeons to visit Tuvalu in 2013, to provide specialist services in cardiology, diabetes,
ophthalmology and ear nose and throat (ENT) surgery.

›

Pacific Regional Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (PRSRHR) supported a renovation of
the Tuvalu Family Health Association clinic, and is supporting the development of a mobile clinic.

Case study: Increasing crop diversity to promote food security
Climate change poses great challenges for the cultivation of traditional food crops in small atolls such
as Tuvalu, due to rising sea levels, increased soil salinity and the frequency and severity of extreme
weather conditions. Reduced access to nutritious, locally-grown food also contributes to the rise of
non-communicable diseases such as diabetes and heart disease. To address this issue, the
Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) has been assisting with local food production by helping
improve crop diversity in Tuvalu. SPC’s Centre for Pacific Crops and Trees (CePaCT) has provided
Tuvalu with varieties of food crops that are resilient to varying climatic conditions, pests and diseases,
such as different varieties of banana, cassava, sweet potato, taro and yam. This support has resulted
in a diversity of crops and increased resilience of food production systems against climate change
and natural disasters.

